
Installation Instructions

INSTALLATION TIME SKILL LEVEL

3 Hours 3 - Moderately Diffi cult

TOOLS

Vehicle Application

• Jeep CJ6
1955 – 1981
Part Number: 51306Specialty Tigertop™ 

Includes Doors
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Parts List and 
Hardware Identifi cation    Top Fabric Qty - 1

Door, Right Qty - 1
Door, Left Qty - 1
Zipper Pulls Qty - 2
5/8" x 2" Adhesive Hook Strip Qty - 1

1/4" Lock Washer, 
Qty - 2, Part Number 
151.80

Body Stud, Qty - 44, 
Part Number 9.68

Left Front Bow, Part 
Number 221.90, Qty 1

Right Front Bow, Part 
Number 221.89, Qty 1

Left Rear Bow, Part 
Number 221.92, Qty 1

Right Rear Bow, Part 
Number 221.91, Qty 1

Rear Bow Extension, 
Part Number 155.72, 
Qty 2

26 7/8"

Vertical Rods, Part Number 152.48, Qty - 2

Horizontal Rods,  Part Number 198.73, Qty. - 2  

40 3/4"

Upper Door Hinge - 
Right, Qty - 1, Part 
Number 1.36

Upper Door Hinge - 
Left, Qty - 1, Part 
Number 1.37

Door Coupler, Part 
Number 189.33, Qty - 4

#6 S/M Screw, Qty - 
44, Part Number 9.69 

#10 Hex Nut, Qty 
- 4, Part Number 
151.82 

Threaded Body 
Stud, Part Number 
151.81, Qty - 4

1/4" Cap Nut, Qty - 2, 
Part Number 130.84

Eye Bolt, Qty - 2, 
Part Number 116.62

1/4-20 Hex Nut, 
Qty - 2, Part 
Number 130.83 

Bow Mounting 
Bracket, Qty 2

#10 S/M 
Screw, Qty 4

Clevis Pin, 
Qty 4

Hairpin Clevis 
Keeper, Qty 4

Bow Mounting Kit, Packaged together, Part Number 182.76 Handle Kit, Packaged together, PN 185.23 

Inside Door Handle, 
Qty 1 left, 1 right

Outside Door 
Handle, Qty 2

Plastic Handle Covers, 
Qty 2 each 2 1/2" long, 
2 each 3 3/8" long

7/16" Plastic 
Washer, Qty 4
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Windshield 
Clamp Detail

Windshield Measurement

Measure and record the distance from the top inside 
edge of the windshield to the rear inside edge of the 
Jeep® body. Take the measurement from approxi-
mately six inches inside the Jeep’s doors. Check to 
make sure that both sides measure equally. For proper 
installation of the Convertible Top, this measurement 
must equal 88 1/2 inches. Loosen bolts in clamp 

bracket and slide bracket 
up or down to adjust.  You 
may have to place a shim 
between the windshield 
and the body.

Adjust Windshield 
if Necessary

This is the fi rst step you 
must take in the instal-
lation process and it is 

also the most important one. Improper windshield 
adjustment results in poor fi tting of both the top and 
the doors as well as misalignment of snaps.

Your Jeep® was factory-shipped with a 
windshield-rear body measurement of 88 

1/2 inches for CJ6, so it may not be necessary to adjust 
it. If not, you may skip the following step.

Adjust your windshield, by loosening the screws in 
the Windshield Clamp, located at the base of the 
windshield on the both sides. You may then lean the 
windshield back or forward as necessary. Use a shim 
to fi x windshield in place if it remains loose after you 
tighten the screws.

Windshield adjustment should be made 
at Windshield  Clamps

88 1/2"

Inside edge 
of body - NOT 
TAILGATE

Inside of 
windshield

6"

88 1/2"
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Install Bow Mounting Brackets Install Vertical Rods

When drilling in the top 
edge of the vehicle body, 
check underneath for 

wiring for the rear lights. Pull the wiring out of the 
way before drilling.

Locate the Bow Mounting Brackets and the #10 Sheet 
Metal Screws and place them within easy  reach. 
Measure a distance of 34 inches along the body 
edge from the outside rear of the Jeep® body. Make 
a pencil mark on each side of the Jeep® body at the 
measured location. This will be the location for the 
FRONT HOLE of the Bow Mounting Bracket.

Place the Bow Mounting Bracket fl ush against the 
outside edge of the Jeep® body, with the FRONT 
HOLE aligned with the mark you have just made. 
Now mark the location for the REAR HOLE. Do this 
for both sides of the Jeep®.

Center punch the marked locations (each side, for 
both front and rear holes) and drill with a 5/32 inch drill 
bit. Secure each Bow Mounting Bracket to the top of 
the body edge with two (2) #10 sheet metal screws.

From FRONT HOLE in 
Bow Mounting Bracket 
to rear outside edge of 
the vehicle.

Outside edge 
of body

34"

34"

When drilling in the top 
edge of the vehicle body, 
check underneath for 

wiring for the rear lights. Pull the wiring out of the 
way before drilling.

Mark the location for the Vertical Rods on the top 
edge of the Jeep® body just behind the door open-
ings, 58 3/16 inches for CJ6 from the rear body 
edge.  Mark with a pencil.  IF THE HOLE ALREADY 
EXISTS, YOU CAN SKIP THIS SECTION AND 
MOVE AHEAD.

Center punch at the marked location and drill a 3/8" 
hole on each side of the Jeep®, centered on the 
body edge. 

58 3/16"

To rear edge of vehicle
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Install Front Bow AssemblyInstall Horizontal Rod Mounts

Connect the two halves of the Front Bow Assembly.  
THE TWO LARGE HOLES IN THE FRONT BOW 
ASSEMBLY SHOULD FACE THE FRONT OF THE 
JEEP®.

Mount one leg of the Front Bow Assembly into the 
front of the Bow Mounting Bracket, using the Clevis 
Pin and Hairpin Keeper as shown.  Repeat this pro-
cess for the other leg of the Front Bow Assembly.

The Horizontal Rod Brackets mount to the windshield 
of the Jeep®. Install the Eye Bolt assembly in the 
1/4 inch holes at the upper corners of the windshield 
frame as shown.  

If you have an older model Jeep®, you will need to 
drill the holes yourself. Use the template provided 
to mark the location for the 1/4 holes.  Position the 
template over the two small existing holes on THE 
OUTSIDE of the windshield frame in the upper right-
hand corner of the windshield.  Turn the template 
over and repeat the process for the left-hand side.  
BE SURE TO DRILL FROM THE OUTSIDE OF THE 
WINDSHIELD FRAME. 

      TEMPLATE
 (FOR RIGHT SIDE)

Template for Eye Bolt Assembly

Drill 
1/4" Hole

Locate on  
Existing Holes

(Note: Turn Template Over for Left Side)

These two holes should face 
toward the front of the vehicle

Assemble 2 halves of front bow

Front 
Bow

Clevis Pin

Hairpin 
Keeper

Bow Mounting 
Bracket

1/4" Cap 
Nut

1/4" Lockwasher

Hex 
Nut

Eye Bolt
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Install Body Studs 
on Rear Bow

Install Door Hinges 
if Necessary

Install Rear Bow

Install a Body Stud in each hole in the Rear Bow 
Assembly, using a #6 Sheet Metal Screw.

Connect the two halves of the Rear Bow Assembly.

Attach a 7 1/2 inch Rear Bow Extension  to each leg 
of the Rear Bow. 

Mount one leg of the Rear Bow Assembly  into the 
CENTER HOLE at the back of the Bow Mounting 
Bracket, using a Clevis Pin and Hairpin Keeper.  
Repeat this process for the other leg of the Rear 
Bow Assembly.

Bow Mounting 
Bracket

Clevis Pin

Rear 
Bow

Hairpin 
Keeper

Use the existing door channels, but if, for some 
reason, the channels have been removed, call or 
email us to order Part #396.23P. If your vehicle 
has the type of door hinge shown below, you will 
need to use the Upper Right and Left Door 
Hinges in the parts kit. Use existing bolts or 
screws and holes. 

Use existing 
bolts or screws

Upper Left 
Door Hinge

Door Channel

If your vehicle has 
this type of hinge, 

replace it with the hinge in 
the parts kit.
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Install Top on Vehicle Install Vertical Rods

Unfold the Top and drape it over the Front Bow.  
Insert the Top into the Windshield Channel groove 
at one side and slide it in. Slide the Top all the way 
through the Channel groove so that the other seam 
is outside the channel. Then work that side back into 
the groove and center the Top.

Lift the Rear Bow and drape the Top over it. Snap 
the fl aps on the inside of the Top to the Body Studs 
of the Rear Bow.

Windshield 
Channel

Top Fabric

Windshield 
Channel

Seam

Windshield 
Frame

Install Horizontal Rods

Remove the 1 inch Plastic Rod Caps from the door 
frames. Locate the Horizontal Rods and slide 1 inch 
Plastic Rod Caps over the ends of each.  

Position the Horizontal Rod with the rod loops pointing 
to the inside of the Jeep®. Slide the Horizontal Rod 
through the fabric channel above the door opening, 
with the bent end toward the front of the Jeep®. Insert 
the bent end of the Horizontal Rod into the Horizontal 
Rod Bracket on the windshield frame. Now pull the 
Front Bow forward and insert the straight end of the 
Horizontal Rod into the hole on the corner of the Front 
Bow. Attach the snap around the Front Bow.  

Locate the Vertical Rods and slide the 1 inch rod 
caps over the smooth end of the Vertical Rods.  
Slide the capped end of the rods up through the 
strip of fabric sewn into the Top just behind the door 
openings and through the rod loop of the Horizontal 
Rod.  Mount the bottom of the Vertical Rods into 
the 3/8" holes in the Jeep® body.

Horizontal 
Rod

Horizontal 
Rod

Vertical Rod

Front 
Bow

1" Plastic 
Rod Cap

1" Plastic 
Rod Cap

Front 
Bow

1" Plastic 
Rod Cap
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Install Rear Corner Studs

Install Front StudsThe following steps are 
crucial to the proper 
installation of your Top.  

You will need to have a friend help you to insure 
even tightness and fi t of the Top.  Make sure the 
Top is as warm as possible before beginning.

Close all zippers on the side and rear curtains of 
the Top.

Mark the locations for the rear corner studs.  Do 
this by rubbing chalk on the snaps at the inside of 
the Top.   

TO INSURE A GOOD FIT, HAVE YOUR FRIEND 
PULL DOWN ON THE REAR BOW WHILE YOU 
PULL THE FABRIC DOWN AND TO THE REAR TO 
LOCATE THE TWO REAR CORNER STUDS.

When you are satisfi ed with the tightness of the 
Top, press the snaps against the Jeep®.  The chalk 
will leave marks for Body Stud positions.  Center 
punch the marks and drill 3/32 inch holes at the 
marked locations on each rear corner.  Install the 
Body Studs in the rear corners with #6 Sheet Metal 
screws.  Now snap the Top down at the corners.

AT THE BOTTOM OF YOUR REAR CURTAIN, 
THERE IS A FLAP WITH FOUR SNAPS.  THIS 
FLAP ALLOWS YOUR CONVERTIBLE TOP TO 
ADAPT TO THE TAILGATE YOU MAY OR MAY 
NOT HAVE.  IF YOU HAVE A FLAT TAILGATE OR 
NO TAILGATE, USE THE SNAPS ON THE REAR 
CURTAIN.  IF YOU HAVE A TAILGATE WITH AN 
EXTRUSION ON THE TOP, USE THE SNAPS ON 
THE FLAP.

Install the remaining studs in the side panels, tail-
gate, windshield frame.  Alternate from side to side 
as you install the studs and snap the Top down.  
This will keep the tension evenly spread.

Now move to the front of the side panels.  Pull the 
Top Fabric down and forward to eliminate wrinkles 
and to insure a proper fi t . Install Body Studs here 
and on the opposite side.  Snap the top to each 
new stud.

Install Remaining Studs and 
Threaded Body Studs

Two Corner 
Studs

Install four Threaded 
Body Studs

Hex Nut

Threaded 
Body Stud
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Assemble Door

Install Door on Vehicle

Assemble the door by laying it on a clean, fl at sur-
face. Slide two couplers on the upper part of each 
door frame, one on the front section and one on the 
rear section.  Line up the upper door frame and the 
lower door frame and slide the couplers down to 
the stop on the frame.

Attach 5/8" x 2" self adhesive hook on the coupler, 
centering it with the loop strip which is sewn into the 
door. Wrap loop around the coupler attaching it to 
the hook.

When the door is open a slight looseness 
is possible. When the door is in the closed 

position it will be tight.

THE BREAKDOWN 
DOOR WAS DESIGNED 
FOR SHIPPING CON-

VENIENCE. USE DOOR IN FULLY ASSEMBLED 
POSITION ONLY ON THE VEHICLE. DO NOT 
DRIVE WITH THE DOOR IN THE BROKEN DOWN 
CONFIGURATION.

Coupler

Door 
Frame

Loop 
Strip Hook Strip

Hold the top of the door at a 90 degree angle to the 
Jeep® body and start the fl ange of door fabric into 
the bottom of the windshield channel as in Figure 12 
below.  Slide the door fabric up until the Upper Door 
Pivot is just below the upper hinge on the Jeep® body.  
Work the pivot into the hinge and slide up until the 
Lower Door Pivot is just above the hole in the body.  
Now lower the door until it is in place.  Repeat for 
opposite door.  

Install the body studs by marking the snaps on the 
door fabric with chalk and pulling the fabric taut 
against the Jeep® body.  Drill 3/32 inch holes at the 
stud locations and mount each Body Stud with a #6 
Sheet Metal screw.  Repeat for opposite door.

Hinge

Windshield 
Channel

Hole in 
Body

Upper Door 
Pivot

Install Studs to 
match Snaps
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Assemble Door Handles Rolling Rear Curtain

Assemble the Door Handles as shown. Tighten 
the set screws in the outside handles. The tension 
of the door may be adjusted by bending the inside 
handle.

2 1/2" Door 
Handle Cover

Left Inside 
Door Handle

Outside Door 
Handle

3 3/8" Door 
Handle Cover

7/16" Flat 
Washers

Check Door Fit

Check for proper door fi tting by unzipping the door 
windows and visually inspecting for gaps between the 
Doors and the Jeep® body.  You can contour-fi t the door 
to the body by bending the door frame until the fi t is 
snug.  Now tie the zipper pulls on the zipper slides.

b.a.
Zipper 
Slider

Zipper 
Pull

c.

To roll the rear curtain, start at the bottom and roll to the 
inside, avoiding wrinkles in the fabric and windows. 
Secure with Curtain Strap.

Cut away view from rear

Strap

Rear 
Window

Side View

Curtain Up

Fabric

Curtain Down

Rolling Side Panels

To roll the side panels, you must fi rst remove the 
Vertical Rod and unzip the panel.  Roll to the inside 
and rear. Use the curtain straps to secure.

Unzip and roll 
inside and back



Specialty Tigertop™ – Installation Instructions

Rev. D 1023 51306 pg. 11

Folding the Top Down Storing the Top

Unsnap the rear and side panels and unzip the rear curtain zippers. Then 
remove both the Vertical and Horizontal Rods. Unfasten the Top from the Front 
Bow Assembly and push the Front Bow toward the Rear Bow.

Fold the side panel in half along the seam that separates the two window sec-
tions. Lay the folded side panel up over the Top, folding along the seam. Then 
fold the rear curtain up over the side panels.

Unfasten the Top from the windshield and lower the Top onto the vehicle as you 
push both Bows down and to the rear. Smooth out wrinkles and fold the Top in 
half from front to rear. You may then roll the Top to the back if you wish to keep 
it in the Jeep®, or you may remove the Bows from their mounting bracket by 
removing the clevis pins and hairpin keepers.

Place sheets of paper over each window before storing.  This will protect 
against scratches.  Store the Top by folding and removing from vehicle.  Keep 
the Top stored in its original shipping container in a cool, dry place.

If you do not want the Rear Bow covering the spare tire in your Jeep®, remove 
the Clevis pin and Keeper from the Rear Bow and slide the bow under the 
Front Bow in the Mounting Bracket. Re-secure the Rear Bow in the Bracket 
with the Clevis Pin and Keeper.

Bow Mounting 
Bracket

Rear 
Bow

Front 
Bow



Zippers: Keeping zippers cleaned and lubricated with Bestop’s Zipper Cleaner 
(part no. 11206-00) will help prevent damage and keep the zippers in smooth work-
ing condition.  If a zipper opens behind the slider, the slider may have been spread 
apart. This problem can usually   
be repaired by using an ordinary pair of pliers to bring the sides back into parallel. 
Return slider to the end of the zipper in the normal Open position.  Squeeze lightly 
at first and test the zipper. If the zipper continues to remain open squeeze more 
firmly with the pliers and try the zipper again. Repeat this procedure until the zipper 
operates correctly.

Care and Maintenance of your Bestop Product
Your Bestop product is made of the finest materials available. To keep it looking new and for the maximum possible wear, it will need
periodic cleaning and maintenance.
Fabric: The fabric should be washed often using soap, warm water and a soft bristle brush Rinse with clear water to remove all traces
of soap. Bestop recommends using Bestop Cleaner (part no. 11201-00) and Bestop Protectant (part no.11202-00) for Vinyl fabric and
Bestop Twill Protectant (part no. 11207-00) for Twill fabric. Bestop Cleaner and Bestop protectant are specially formulated to provide a
total cleaning and protection system. Bestop Cleaner safely removes the toughest stains, will not harm vehicle finishes, is biodegradable
and environmentally friendly. Bestop Protectant protects against UV-fading, cracking and hardening, and repels dust, grease, dirt and
mildew.
Windows: Keep windows clean to avoid scratching. DO NOT use a brush on the windows! Wash with a water-soaked cloth or sponge
and a mild dishwashing detergent. Bestop recommends Bestop Vinyl Window Cleaner (part no. 11203-00), which safely cleans and
protects vinyl windows and helps prevent UV damage. NEVER WIPE THE WINDOWS WHEN THEY ARE DRY. Be careful when cleaning
snow or frost from the vinyl windows since they are easily scratched and may crack at low temperatures. DO NOT roll the sides or rear
window in cold weather. The windows become stiff and will crack. Cracks caused by misuse in cold temperatures are not covered under
warranty.
Water: Seeping through at the seams may be stopped by applying 3-M Scotchgard® on the inside of the seams. 

Snaps: Keep snaps cleaned and lubricated with silicone to help prevent snaps from sticking to the studs. If a snap does become stuck
to a stud, use a screwdriver and GENTLY pry apart to prevent permanent damage to the snap or the top fabric.

Normal Slider-
Jaws Parallel

Damaged Slider-
Jaws spread apart
(Sometimes broken)

For Bestop Warranty Information, Please go to; 
https://www.bestop.com/help/warranty-information/




